Production of wet-dog shakes in rats and down-regulation of spinal 5-HT2 receptors.
5-HT2 receptors, labelled with [3H]ketanserin, were shown to occur in a low concentration in the spinal cord of rats. The receptor numbers were reduced by 37% within 3 h of giving paroxetine to phenelzine-treated rats and remained low for at least 24 h. Paroxetine also evoked wet-dog shakes. These were of similar frequency in spinal (Cl transection) and intact rats and lessened within 3 h, perhaps because of receptor down-regulation.